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CAMPUS

Softball to
become
D-I sport
AJ Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
The University of Montana
will add softball to its DivisionI sports lineup, UM athletics officials confirmed Monday.
While the funding isn’t yet
in place for the new program
— an estimated $500,000 a year
— the University tentatively
plans to suit its first team in the
spring of 2014, said Jean Gee,
Montana’s associate athletics
director.
The addition comes as part
of the athletic department’s
gender equality plan in keeping with Title IX of the Education Amendments. By offering
See SOFTBALL, page 8

Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
Muslims, Jews and Christians all join hands Sunday evening at the Holy Spirit Episcopal Church, before sharing a meal and discussing what the three faiths
share, and how they differ.

Sharing faith

Muslim, Jewish and Christian students, community members
gather to discuss culture, religion at Three Faiths Potluck
Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin
Turki Ismail has dark skin and deep,
piercing brown eyes. His square jaw is
framed with a five o’clock shadow and his
expression is serious as he sits in a wooden
church pew at the Holy Spirit Episcopal
Church in Missoula.
As the last light of the day shines
through stained-glass windows, the
red-and-white-checkered pattern on his
shumagh and his crisp white thawb, tra-

39°F | 28°F

ditional Saudi dress, stand out.
Ismail, president of The University of
Montana Saudi Student Association, listens intently as the church’s interim priest
describes subtle differences between various Christian churches.
Ismail is one of about 115 Muslims,
Jews and Christians who gathered at the
church Sunday to share food, cultural
insight and to discuss the similarities
among their faiths at the Three Faiths
Potluck Supper.

UM veterans
group seeks
support
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin

Guests took a tour of the church and
some set up displays about their home
countries or faiths. Standing behind a
poster with maps and photos, three Kuwaiti students and one Saudi studying
at UM answered questions about their
home countries.
“This is really nice. It’s a way for us to
look for similarities rather than differences,” said Meshal Shames Al-deen, a UM
student from Kuwait and member of the

Steve Hale knows the difficulties veterans face returning
to school or seeking a college
degree for the first time.
After more than five years
as an Army cavalry scout, he’s
attending The University of
Montana to learn skills to help
fellow vets transition back into
civilian life. But he’s not waiting
until graduation — or even to
be accepted into The University
of Montana’s School of Social
Work’s graduate program —
before helping other students
make the transition he did.

See FAITHS, page 3

See VETERANS, page 3
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EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Change the world in
your own way

by Justin Franz, News Editor

MontPIRG says they want to change the world through
lobbying. Good for them, I say, but they’re not using my
money to do it. And here’s why.
As a story in this paper a few weeks ago showed, most of
our money was used to pay for staff and consultants, while
some was funding scholarships for student volunteers. How
does this lead to lobbying for student interests?
Well, it doesn’t, in my opinion, and it is a waste of student
funds.
MontPIRG’s goal is, in itself, redundant here at The University of Montana because we already have a student lobbying on behalf of ASUM and our interests. Not to mention
that much of what MontPIRG lobbies for doesn’t actually
affect students here in Missoula. For example, one of their
issues is protecting the North Fork of the Flathead River.
Now that’s an important cause, but what happens in the
North Fork is unlikely to affect the average student here in
Missoula.
Of course, if you really do care about the North Fork there
are ways you can help. For example, if you go to The Nature
Conservancy’s website (www.nature.org), you can donate
money to the campaign for that area’s protection. Not only
does it go to a trustworthy group, it is more likely to fund
the issue you care about, not scholarships for your classmates. In short, it cuts out the middle man.
In the past year, since MontPIRG began receiving student
funding, it has yet to prove itself. What it has done is prove
that it can waste money on staffing and consultants.
That’s why I propose that you, the students reading this,
do what I did. Go online to MontPIRG’s website and request your money back. If you combine both fall and spring
semester, that’s $10. Conveniently, that is the minimum donation you can make with a debit card to the American Red
Cross’ Japanese relief fund.
MontPIRG isn’t going to change the world with your $10,
but with that same $10, you can make someone’s life in Japan just a little bit better.
To donate go to www.redcross.org.

justin.franz@umontana.edu

Pissed?

Pleased? Petrified?

Write a letter to the editor or a guest column.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer and columns
should be about 700 words. Please e-mail both to opinion@montanakaimin.com, or drop them off in Don Anderson Hall 208.
Make sure to include a phone number.

by Joe Veltkamp

joseph.veltkamp@umontana.edu

SCIENCE COLUMN

The things I think I think:
The Interstellar
Boundary Explorer
by David Elison
In a piece last semester, I said space doesn’t
make sense to me. I simply can’t fathom the immensity of it. The size of the Earth alone, a mere
speck in the vast conglomerate of solar systems,
universes, and — well, who knows what else —
baffles me. Nonetheless, I find interest in considering such things and give the people who
research them much credit. Like University of
Montana professor Dan Reisenfeld.
Since part of my purpose in undertaking this
opinion section in your Tuesday reading was to
address some of the research happening right
here at UM, and up until this point, I have fully
neglected that duty, I thought I might discuss
Professor Reisenfeld’s presentation I attended
last week. Or at least try. Space is confusing…
Reisenfeld and his team, a truly international
group of scientists, with the funding support of
NASA, have developed a way to “map” the spatial sky in an attempt to more concretely determine the way our sun interacts with its stellar
environment.
The sun’s magnetic field, formed largely
through its massive output of hydrogen ions, affects a spherical area with a radius nearly double
the distance from the sun to Pluto, the farthest
known orbiting body in our solar system. This
sphere of magnetic influence is referred to as the
heliosphere.
Now, as I understand it, our solar system,
centered around the sun, is on one arm of the
pinwheel shaped Milky Way Galaxy. The galaxy itself appears to spin, but what actually is
happening is all of the stars are moving slowly

in the same direction, giving the pinwheel the
appearance of spinning. As the stars move, they
encounter a magnetic field in the empty space
in front of them. Think of pushing two opposing magnets together. They tend to repel one another. The same is true of these two huge spatial
bodies. The heliosphere of the sun and the magnetic field of interstellar space repel one another
and cause a massive change in the types of particles found where these fields come in contact
with one another.
Reisenfeld’s team built a satellite called the
Interstellar Boundary Explorer that detects these
changes in particle environment. To leave out
the specific details, it observes these particles
and records their energy. Graphs of this energy
can then “map” the energetic environment of
our sun as it moves through space. Kind of cool.
What’s the point you ask? Without this protective heliosphere, we don’t exist. Is that enough
for you?
If you’re lost, don’t worry, I am too. I’m not
even sure what I wrote makes total sense. That’s
one of the reasons I have trouble with space: it’s
so far out there, and so large; it is just so hard
to measure. That’s why credit must be given to
people like Professor Reisenfeld, whose efforts
provide us with such knowledge. It’s nice to
know something like this is happening right in
our own backyard, too, and not only at MIT or
some place. And finally, in the spirit of attempting to end on a very clear point: If Duke wins,
I’m moving to Canada, but only after I tell Coach
K he pronounces his name wrong.
david.elison@umontana.edu
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FAITHS
From page 1
International Student Association. “It’s a good start.”
Representatives from UM’s
Jewish student group, Hillel,
said their faith is largely underrepresented in Missoula, but
they were eager to share their
culture at the event.
“We’re more similar than
people know,” said Erin Stewart, a member of the student
group, as she showed guests a
menorah and a tallit, a Jewish
prayer shawl.
The tables for dinner and
discussion were organized by
birth month to force people to
mingle and learn about each
other’s cultures and religions,
said Clem Work, a professor
in the UM School of Journalism and member of Holy Spirit,
who helped organize the event.
The event started four years
ago when a Muslim student
at UM was refused service at
a local restaurant. The goal is
not to convert or change minds
but to increase communication
among Missoula’s religious
and cultural communities,
Work said.
After eating halal and kosher foods from around the
world, representatives from
each faith gave brief presentations about their religion.

Participants at each table then
asked each other questions
and discussed misconceptions
about each faith.
Groups discussed hijabs,
the headscarves many Muslim
women wear, the Christian
concept of the trinity and Jewish traditions.
Judy Anderson, a deacon
at Holy Spirit, said a common
desire to help those facing oppression or injustice binds religions together.
“All faiths have in common
caring about their neighbors,”
she said. “The more we know
about each other and talk to
each other, the better the feeling is.”
At the table with a single
daisy and sign that read “February” in the middle, students
from Tajikistan, India, Saudi
Arabia and Algeria discussed
Islam and Christianity with
a Catholic Sister, a Methodist
and a Unitarian Universalist,
each member with his or her
name and faith or country written on a name tag.
“How do we look to you at
home?” Jana Staton, a member of Missoula First United
Methodist Church, asked the
students as they discussed
perceptions of Muslims in the
United States and of Christians
around the world.
The students told her that

they watch a lot of American
TV and movies, but media coverage is the most marked difference.
“The American media is so
aggressive toward Muslims,”
said Abdullah Al-Hammad,
vice president of the Saudi
Student
Association.
“In
Saudi Arabia, if an American
is killed by another American, they don’t say a Christian killed another Christian.
There’s not a negative thinking about Christianity. Here,
it’s emphasized that you are
Muslim.”
The small group conversations quickly drifted from faith
and practice to culture.
After taking a bite of chocolate cake, Ismail set his fork
down and took a sip from a cup
of coffee. With black and white
prayer beads in one hand, he
checked the time on his iPhone
in the other before returning to
the discussion about Eastern
perceptions of the West.
He described watching the
TV show “Friends” as a teenager and meeting Americans
who work in Saudi Arabia for
the Saudi Aramco oil company.
“After you deal with [Americans] you realize they’re not
so different from you,” Ismail
said.
heidi.groover@umontana.edu

VETERANS
From page 1
Hale is reforming the campus group for veterans.
“It’s been tried before with
little to no success,” Hale said.
He isn’t deterred by the challenge because he sees an unaddressed need. “I found it
frustrating with such a large
veteran population on campus
that we didn’t have one.”
More than 800 students at
UM are veterans, which means
at least one out of every 19 students enrolled has a military
service record.
Hale notes the group is also
open to family, friends and faculty of veterans — anyone who
is interested in advocating for
the needs of student veterans,
being part of a support community or reaching out to other
vets in the community through
service projects.
Hale has a work study job at
the Missoula Vet Center helping point people to the right resources and he’s ready to build
a group that would do the same
for students.
The main goal is to give veterans a place to go where they
can feel comfortable asking
questions and know they can
find an answer.
“If you have to ask for help
sometimes it can be hard,”

Hale said. “I’ve seen a lot of my
friends just quit school or they
just didn’t feel it was OK to ask
for help.”
The group will provide that
network of support and community service, Hale said.
He’s thinking that the
group’s first outreach effort
could be through the Kettlehouse’s Community Pint Night
to fundraise for disabled vets in
the Valley. He hopes the group
will work with administration
and other resources to improve
the veteran experience at UM,
noting that Curry’s mental
health staff is already working
with veteran administration to
improve their services. Perhaps
the group could become a campus chapter of Student Veterans of America.
But first, Hale simply wants
to bring the veterans together.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu

CHECK IT

OUT
Anyone interested in learning more can call Steve
Hale at 493-2264 or visit his
table in the UC March 31.
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COT renovation inches toward critical vote
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin

A bill that would solve The University of Montana
College of Technology overcrowding by constructing
a new building moved out of committee Monday after
a 15-6 vote but still faces a larger challenge this week.
The measure will fail unless it passes the full House
with two-thirds support by Friday.
“Right now we have a vote count that’s pretty
close,” said Jen Gursky, who lobbies for the Associated
Students of The University of Montana. “Today when
we went into committee we thought we had three
more votes than we did. Especially COT students need
to start sending emails and making phone calls.”

Gursky encourages students to contact their representatives by using the simple form on the Montana
Legislature’s website: http://1.usa.gov/fVnXzG.
House Bill 439 authorizes the state to go into debt
to finance construction plans statewide, including the
$29 million COT project, a veterans home in Butte and
a new home for the Montana Historical Society in Helena. The measure was amended to include $7.9 million
for improvements to Montana State University-Northern in Havre, increasing the total spending authority
to $97.8 million.
“The No. 1 priority for our student body is to fund
the COT building so our peers aren’t learning in trailers or taking anatomy and physiology in a carpeted

kindergarten room,” Gursky said. “But these are also
brick-and-mortar projects that dump more than $90
million into construction projects statewide.”
The COT project alone would create 122 jobs in Missoula over 20 months, Gursky said. This kind of job
creation would help jumpstart the state economy.
Missoula Rep. Champ Edmunds opposed HB
439 along with five other Republicans: John Esp of
Big Timber, Randy Brodehl of Kalispell, Bill Beck of
Whitefish, Ron Ehli of Hamilton and Ryan Osmundson of Buffalo. Eight Republicans and seven democrats supported the measure, which is expected to face
a full House vote Wednesday.

jayme.fraser@umontana.edu

MONTANA

Poll shows Rehberg in tight race to unseed Tester

Associated Press

HELENA, Mont. — A new
poll shows U.S. Sen. Jon Tester
and his Republican challenger,
U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg, are
nearly even in the race for the
Tester’s Senate seat, while Sen.
Max Baucus’ approval rating
has plunged, apparently over
his role in the federal health
care bill.
The poll found 46 percent of
registered voters favored Tester, a Democrat, while 45 percent favored Rehberg with 9
percent undecided.
Lee Enterprises of Montana
commissioned Mason-Dixon
Polling & Research for the telephone poll of 625 people last
week. The sampling error margin was plus or minus 4 percentage points.
Rehberg, who has been
Montana’s lone House member since 2001, announced last
month that he would challenge
Tester in the 2012 election that
is 20 months away. Tester is in
his first term in the Senate after
narrowly defeating incumbent
Sen. Conrad Burns in 2006.
The Rehberg-Tester battle is
expected to be one of the mostwatched Senate races in the
country as Republicans try to
win back control. The Democrats hold a 53-47 majority, including two independents who

caucus with the Democrats.
Brad Coker, president of Mason-Dixon Polling, said that because the race is a toss-up, the
outcome likely will depend on
the economy and the quality of
each candidate’s campaign.
An improving economy will
likely favor Tester, while a lagging economy would benefit
Rehberg, Coker said.
The poll also found Democratic Gov. Brian Schweitzer
has a 60-percent job approval
rating, Tester has the approval
of 50 percent, 48 percent approve of Rehberg. Baucus’ approval rating is 38 percent,
down from 67 percent in May
2009.
“Baucus really took it on the
chin,” Coker said. “Tester was
just a vote (for the health care
law). Baucus was a ringleader.
Nothing could have been done
without him using his power
and influence.”
Two years ago, Schweitzer
had a 57-percent job approval
rating, Rehberg was at 56 percent and Tester at 52 percent.
In other poll results, 57 percent of those surveyed said the
federal health care law should
be repealed while 34 percent
said it should be kept and 9
percent were undecided. However, only 45 percent support
the efforts of state lawmak-

ers to block implementation of
the federal law, and 43 percent
say they oppose those efforts.
Twelve percent were undecided.
The federal health care law
— authored in part by Baucus, a Democrat, and signed
by President Barack Obama

a year ago — aims to extend
health insurance coverage to
most Americans through expanded government coverage
and subsidies for private insurance. It requires all Americans
to maintain their current coverage or buy new health insurance by 2014 and doesn’t allow

insurers to reject coverage of
pre-existing conditions.
The poll also found that 53
percent of Montanans would
encourage more oil, gas and
mineral development by having less strict environmental
laws, while 37 percent said they
See POLL, page 7
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FOOTBALL

Let the games begin

Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
Jordan Johnson hands off the ball to Peter Nguyen during the first practice of spring training at the River Bowl practice fields Monday afternoon.

Taylor W. Anderson
Montana Kaimin
Monday marked the start of
spring drills for The University of
Montana football team and the beginning of the team’s pursuit to fill
holes left by graduating players.
Among the positions in need
of the most mending are the
quarterback, running back and
defensive back spots.
“There were some signs; there
was also some lack of consistency,” head coach Robin Pflugrad
said of the running backs. “But
there was some flashes that I really liked.”
The no-pads fast-paced practice was to get players, rusty
from a three-month offseason,
back into motion.

“Our tempo game was fairly
solid,” Pflugrad said. “We still
have to train our eyes and our
eyes have to train our bodies
how to line up fast and those
types of things, but there were
some good signs.”
The practice also marked the
beginning of what’s become a
pseudo-competition regarding the
coveted starting quarterback spot.
Sophomore Jordan Johnson, whose redshirt season
was stripped in a game against
Northern Colorado last year, has
been pitted against Notre Dame
transfer Nate Montana for the
top spot this season. Also in the
mix are sophomore D.J. Zapata
and junior Gerald Kemp.
Johnson completed 15 of 20

passes for 44 yards and a touchdown in four appearances last
season.
“I felt like I went through my
progressions pretty well and made
some good decisions,” he said of
his first practice Monday. “But I
also made some bad decisions,
and I think that’s gonna happen.”
Offensive coordinator and
quarterback coach Jon Smith
said after practice that he would
take his time before making a
decision about starters.
“It ain’t gonna be no knee-

jerk, quick decision,” Smith said.
“Obviously, guys are going to
play how they play, and if some
play better than others, then
they’ll weed themselves out.
“Or others will rise to the
top,” he added before saying he’s
prepared to wait until summer
practices in August before making a decision.
Muddying the mix will be
Trent McKinney, who signed
with the team on signing day
Feb. 2. Smith said he hasn’t ruled
McKinney out of anything, in-

cluding redshirting his freshman season or getting him in the
game early in the season.
“If he can help us right away,
he’ll play,” Smith said.
As for the rest of the offense,
Smith said he’s spent time trimming the amount of plays and
keeping a quick pace during
games.
“We were doing a lot of different formations, different personnel groups,” he said. “We’re
gonna narrow that a bit.”
taylor.anderson@umontana.edu
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Home away from home

Despite loss, Griz nation on full display at NCAAs
Court Weston
Montana Kaimin
The UCLA Bruins were under the impression that they
were playing at a neutral site Saturday.
The McCarthey Center in Spokane, Wash., may as well have
said “Dahlberg Arena” over the
entrance when the third-seeded
Bruins faced the No. 14 Lady Griz
in the first round of the NCAA
Women’s Tournament, as the
crowd clearly favored Montana.
UCLA seemed relaxed and
confident as it conducted its pregame drills; however, the Bruins
may have had their focus interrupted as a sudden uproar filled
the arena.
Nearly the entire crowd rose
to its feet cheering loudly for a
team wearing maroon and silver, not blue and gold.
“I didn’t really expect that
kind of ovation,” Gonzaga University student and Missoula native Eric Killinger said. “I think
it kind of shocked UCLA, maybe

made them a little scared.”
If each bear’s fans decided the
outcome, the Grizzlies would
have easily ousted the Bruins.
“I only saw three blue shirts
behind UCLA’s bench,” Killinger
said. “So other than the band
and cheerleaders, not many Bruins’ fans came.”
The difference in support was
felt throughout the game. Thunderous applause came from the
stands as the Grizzlies won the tip
and again after UCLA turned the
ball over on its first possession.
The crowd erupted with excitement after UM sophomore
forward Alyssa Smith netted a
3-pointer, giving Montana a 3–0
lead with the first basket of the
game.
“It was a thrill to hear everyone screaming after we hit that
three,” life-long Grizzly fan Debra Walters said. “I really thought
that energy was going to will us
[Montana] to victory.”
Some of that energy left the
building four minutes into the

photos by Greg Lindstrom
TOP Kenzie De Boer wipes away a tear during the
post-game press conference.
RIGHT Lady Griz Sarah Ena and UCLA’s Jasmine
Dixon fight for a rebound during the second half of
Saturday’s game.
FAR RIGHT Montana’s Lexie Nelson (3) looks for an
opening around Atonye Nyingifa (11) during the first
half. UCLA’s athleticism and defensive pressure forced
25 Montana turnovers.

game as the Grizzlies surrendered the lead for the first time.
“That was a little scary,” Walters said. “It was one of those
points where you expect the
other team to just run away with
the game.”
Senior
guard
Stephanie
Stender re-energized the crowd
with a 3-pointer that resulted in
Montana’s final lead of the game
at 7–6.
Rather than an uprise of
cheers for the other team, as is
found in most NCAA tournament games, the McCarthey
Center was almost silent as
UCLA built a 12-point lead in the
first half.
“I definitely thought it was
over at that point,” Killinger said.
“I mean, you never give up hope,
but logic suggested it was done.”
Grizzlies sophomore guard
Kenzie DeBoer helped trim the
deficit to seven with a three
and two free throws before
UCLA’s Doreena Campbell hit
a jump shot at the buzzer, put-

ting the Bruins up nine.
“To only be down by nine to
UCLA at the half is impressive
in itself,” Walters said. “I don’t
think it’s that close without the
fans who traveled.”
The second half proved to be
a ‘bear’ fight.
A steal by UM senior forward
Jessa Linford ignited the fans,
resulting in a “we can do this”
attitude for the remainder of the
game.
“We really wanted to keep
our Lady Griz energized,” Walters said. “Make them feel like
we believed in them.”
Chants of “Montana” and
“Grizzlies” alternated between
the side and baseline sections.
“Defense!” was yelled from the
entire crowd whenever UCLA
gained possession. Montana
was playing at home in Spokane.
The Grizzlies clawed their way
back to within four. The stands
were booming and shaking from
the cheering and stomping.
“The energy was immense,”

Killinger said. “It seriously felt
like we were in Missoula.”
Montana was unable to get
any closer despite the crowd’s
efforts as ill-timed passes and
shots forced the Grizzlies to foul.
Faint cheers for Montana
could be heard as UCLA shot
free throws, holding on for the
55–47 win.
After the buzzer sounded,
tears were shed. The Grizzlies
left the court to a standing ovation by the crowd.
“We just wanted to show
them our appreciation,” Walters
said. “They played their guts out
and challenged one of the best
teams in the nation.”
From the four young girls in
the front row with maroon shirts
spelling “G-R-I-Z” on front and
“E-S-P-N” on back in silver letters, to the one man sitting in
the back with a gray “Montana”
shirt all alone, the crowd’s blood
was maroon and silver on that
Saturday in Spokane.
mark.weston@umontana.edu
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MONTANA

Legislative roundup
March 15–21

Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
The Montana Legislature considered a number of proposals this past week, including:

Budget battles
The Legislative Fiscal Division released new
revenue estimates Wednesday. The estimate
showed the state earning $63.5 million more
over the next two years than the numbers currently being used to set state spending. Although this estimate was more optimistic, it
was $33.5 million lower than early February
projections.

Death penalty
The House Judiciary Committee tabled SB
185 Friday. The measure would have repealed
the state’s death penalty and replaced those
current sentences with life in prison. The bill
had narrowly passed the Senate after a 26-24
vote last month.

DUI
The House Judiciary Committee heard testimony Thursday on two bills that would stiffen
penalties for drunk drivers. SB 42 would close
a loophole in breath and blood testing while
SB 15 would create a new misdemeanor crime
called “aggravated DUI” for intoxication more
than double the current standard or for a repeat offender within a three-year period.

Gun rights
The Senate Judiciary Committee on Monday tabled two bills that would have expanded
state gun rights and supported another. The
committee tabled HB 174, which would have
allowed Montanans to use silencers while
hunting. The measure had passed the House
73-26 last month. The senators also tabled HB

MISSOULA

City council opposes repeal
of medical marijuana
Paige Huntoon
Montana Kaimin

384, which would have allowed concealed
weapons in currently prohibited places, such
as banks and bars. However, the committee did support HB 271 with a 7-5 vote after
making an amendment. The bill would allow
Montanans to carry concealed weapons even
if they don’t have a permit, but the amendment clarified that they need to carry proof
that they had completed the training course to
make them eligible.

Health care reform lawsuit
The House voted 68-32 Tuesday in a party
line vote to support SB 106, which would force
state Attorney General Steve Bullock to join 26
other states in a lawsuit over the constitutionality of federal health care reform. The Senate
supported the measure 28-22 in January and
now needs the governor’s approval.

Medical marijuana
The House Human Services Committee
heard testimony Monday on HB 175, which
would ask Montanans to vote on whether to
keep the state’s medical marijuana law during
2012 elections.

Rating U.S. congress
On Friday, the House State Administration Committee tabled HJ 22, a resolution that
would have tasked an interim committee with
rating Montana’s congressmen on how well
they protect the state rights and individual
sovereignty.

Same-day voting
The Senate State Administration Committee heard testimony Friday on HB 180, which
would end the state’s popular same-day voter
registration program. The measure had passed
the House 67-33 last month.

jayme.fraser@umontana.edu

Tensions were high Monday
night while the Missoula City
Council debated language of a
resolution stating the city’s formal opposition to the state Legislature’s medical marijuana
repeal bill.
The resolution was drafted
in response to Missoula Police
Chief Mark Muir’s testimony
on medical marijuana to the
state Legislature.
After heated debate over
language in the resolution that
described the vast majority of
Missoula residents as opponents of HB 161, the public was
allowed to comment on the resolution as a whole.
Kay Parmiter, a Missoula
resident, asked the council to
stand behind Muir’s testimony
and said that by approving the
resolution, the council would
be sending a clear message to
residents that anything goes,
as far as marijuana and other
drug use is concerned.
“I am embarrassed to say I’m
from Missoula,” Parmiter said.
Missoula resident Gloria
Roark was also opposed to the
resolution and said that the
original purpose of Initiative

148 was not the same as the
present view on medical marijuana.
“[Voters] weren’t told the
truth,” Roark said.
Doug Chyatte, the president
and founder of Montanans for
Responsible Legislation, appeared before the council and
once again called for Muir’s
resignation. He also thanked
the council for clarifying the
city’s stance on medical marijuana.
“This movement is here. We
are being legitimized,” he said.
Councilwoman
Cynthia
Wolken, a board member for
Montana NORML, was in full
support of the resolution but
did not agree with Chyatte’s
insistence that Muir step down.
“I definitely wouldn’t go
that far,” she said.
Wolken said she does hope
Muir will change his perceptions on medical marijuana,
despite being on the frontlines
of drug abuse.
Chief Muir said he would
not comment on the city’s resolution.
In the end, the city council
voted to approve the resolution
opposing the repeal of medical
marijuana 9-3.
paige.huntoon@umontana.edu

POLL
From page 4
opposed such efforts.
Sixty-two percent said they
supported state efforts to encourage development of renewable
energy and energy conservation,
even if the new energy sources
might increase utility costs for
consumers. Twenty-nine percent
said they opposed such efforts
and 18 percent were undecided.

The poll also asked what
people thought about amending the state’s constitutional guarantee to a clean and
healthful environment so that
the guarantee also includes
“an economically productive
environment.” Voters were
split, with 42 percent supporting such a change, 40 percent
opposed and 18 percent undecided.

8 NEWS
SOFTBALL
From page 1
softball, Montana would continue
to qualify as Title IX compliant.
To receive federal funding, a
school must comply with one of
the three prongs of Title IX, said
Lucy France, director of equal
opportunity at the University. By
adding a women’s sport in high
demand, Montana will continue
to meet the terms of the third
prong and receive funds.
The third prong requires
that the institution fully accommodates the interests of
the underrepresented sex. As
more men currently participate
in Montana athletics — roughly a 3:2 ratio — the third prong
refers to females.
“We have to make sure we’re
meeting the interests and abilities of our female students,”
France said. “That’s what the
law says we have to do.”
Montana fails to meet the
first two prongs. The school’s
athletic opportunities for women
aren’t proportionate to its female
enrollment — 40 percent involved in sports to 52 percent of
UM’s total population. Montana
also fails Title IX’s second prong
by not continually expanding
athletic teams for the underrepresented gender. The last women’s
sports addition was soccer in 1994.
Judging the interests of the

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.

LOST & FOUND
Lost: Blue Honda key with 2 additional
keys attached around Thursday night on
bus route.
BAHA’I FAITH
“The Prophets of God are the Mediators
of God. All the Prophets and Messengers
have come from One Holy Spirit and bear
the Message of God, fitted to the age in
which they appear.” - ‘Abdu’l-Bahá For
information call 829-9538
Online: bahai.org.
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“
The only reason I’m not playing softball right
now is because the University didn’t offer it.

”

Rachel White, student
school’s female population
hasn’t been difficult, Gee said.
Over the last year, the University surveyed incoming freshmen and current students on
the topic, asking which women’s sport was missing from
Montana athletics. The answers came back overwhelmingly in favor of softball.
Gee credited high school softball in Montana for that support.
“When you look at the [state]
high school participation rates
of women’s sports, [The University of Montana] has all the
one’s down the list until you hit
softball,” she said.
“I don’t think we’ll have any
problem recruiting either,” Gee
said. “They don’t have a single
Division-I level school to go to
in this state.”
That’s a fact not lost on Rachel White, a UM freshman
who played softball in Missoula at Big Sky High School.
White played softball all
through her childhood, but because she wanted to stay close

to home for college, she was
forced to give up the game.
The only opportunities to
play in Montana are at lowerlevel schools like Montana State
University-Billings, which competes a step lower at Division-II.
The move wasn’t worth it, White
remembered thinking.
If there were a NCAA sanctioned Montana Grizzlies softball team, she “guaranteed”
she’d try out.
“The only reason I’m not
playing softball right now is
because the University didn’t
offer it,” White said. “I miss it
a ton. You can grow up playing
softball your entire life in Montana, but unless you’re willing
to leave, you’re out of luck.”
The biggest obstacle facing
a new softball program is financing the expansion, Gee
said. Estimated budget figures
indicate that staff salaries, travel expenses and scholarships
account for more than half a
million dollars each year. These
estimates are based on operating

costs for similar programs, Gee
said, and do not include facilities.
A long-term goal for the program is to have its own stadium,
but that’s likely a long way down
the road Gee said. Preliminary
talks with the Missoula County
Public Schools involve the use of
fields at the Fort Missoula Softball Complex near Big Sky High
School for Grizzly softball events.
Student fees could be used
to collect some of the necessary
funding, said Gee, but the athletics department is still working on a budget with campus
administration.
With softball programs at the
University of North Dakota and
Southern Utah University joining the Big Sky Conference in
2012, plus Montana’s planned
addition two years later, the con-

ference will have eight participating schools. At seven sponsoring schools, a conference
receives an automatic qualifier
to the NCAA Women’s Softball
Championship tournament.
Though UM officials said
last fall that adding another
women’s sport was a requirement for Montana to change
conferences, Gee stressed that
the new sport is unrelated to
that exploration. Montana declared its allegiance to the Big
Sky, turning down a possible
invite to the Western Athletic
Conference last year and nothing has changed since.
“No, our position on that has
not changed,” Gee said. “This
is strictly a Title IX issue, not a
conference issue.”
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The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
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Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.20 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.30 per 5-word line/day

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

COMPUTERS
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2010. Student discounts! 136 E
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins
251-6611
HELP WANTED
Upward Bound is seeking summer
resident advisors to supervise its high
school students June 15- July 31. See
display ad in this Kaimin issue for detailed
information.

AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lindsay Farnsworth
Ian Fletcher
Nic Headlee

Parks and Recreation summer jobs:
Aquatics, Recreation. Work-study
employer. Lifeguard/WSI classes starting
April 11. Details at www.missoulaparks.
org. Apply at Currents in McCormick
Park. No phone calls, please.
Looking for a nanny for the summer for
my children. Call 880-8811
Guest Ranch in Florence looking for FT
summer help $10.00/hr send resumes to
P.O. Box 396 Florence, MT 59833

Kinsey Netzorg
Ashley Oppel
Tes Schaefer

PERSONALS
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL
2011 “Not all of us choose to smoke. It’s
unfair to be exposed to something we
choose not to be a part of.” UM Student
SARC is now accepting applications
for peer advocates. The applications are
now available and will be due by March
25th.
Plenty of teeth cleaning appointments
available at Curry Health Center Dental
Clinic. Call us at 243-5445.

anthony.mazzolini@umontan.edu

Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
SERVICES
Basic Wildfire training April 16-17 and
April 30th-May1st. For more info call
543-0013 or visit
www.blackbull-wildfire.com
MISCELLANEOUS
www.406i.tel from your smart
phone
Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage. Griz
Discount: Full month free with 3 months
up front. Student discount for truck rental.
(406) 721-7277
SONG OF THE DAY
Free: Zac Brown Band
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